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! Esther Frease’s students gather around a globe with metir letters seeking the release of Eaeu! Wallenberg 

Children’s plea: f Please let him fre 

3rd-erraders take a human rights project to' heart 


By Bob Calandra 

Courier Timet Staff Writer 

Alison Calvello wants Raoul Wallenberg 
freed. So do Jennifer Lynn McBrayar and 
Danny Daidone and Rory SpagnoU and Ri- 
chard L. Porter. 

In fact, all the children In Esther 
Frease’s third-grade class at Oxford Val- 
ley Elementary School In Fairless Hills 
want the Swedish World War II human 
rights activist liberated from prison. The 
Soviet Union arrested him In IMS. 

The class has dis patched letters to P res- 
i dent Reagan ashing fr**" to negotiate Wal- 
tentterg 1 * release with Soviet Premier Mik- 
hail Gorbachev. The children also are post-' 
lng a batch of letters with the same mes- 
sage to Gorbachev. ; 

“Letting him go would be a gesture of 
good will,” Calvello wrote to Gorbachev. 
“People all over the world would think of 
yon as a hero if you would let this fine man 


come home.” 

'•‘Our reading group in school would be 
delighted If you let him (go) free,** wrote 
Mat Homa. “We're not saying you have to, 

but please let him free ” ■«*. • 

Wallenberg was seized by Soviet author- 
ities Jan. 17, IMS, near Budapest, Hun- 
gary. Carrying Swedish diplomatic status, 
he was sent to the Hungarian capital by the 
United States War Refugee Board. 

Credited with saving 100,000 people 
from Nazi death camps between July 1044 
and January IMS, he was arrested by the 
Soviets, who later claimed he died of a 
heart attack in a Moscow Jail in 1947. 

- Those who believe Wallenberg is still 
alive say he has been seen and spoken to as 
late as 1979. In 1881, ho was made an honor- 
ary United Sums citizen by an act of 
Congress. 

Freese knew littjfljibout Wallenberg un- 
til she watched affie visien mi niserlgsr^ 
“t though t,wh4t 


said. *T began to think wbat a man Ilk 
might mean to children.” 

' In a world where Rambo is offered 
American hero, Frease felt compel 
■ Introduce her students to Wallenberg 

“That was probably the main re 
brought It to them,” she said. 

She Introduced the human rights p 
. just before the Reagan-Gorbachev st 
In Geneva. The Penns bury School D 
teacher told her charges to discuss fa 
. rights with their families, “especial! 
... related to Raoul Wallenberg.” 

. The children were directed to l 
, brary to learn more about Wallen 
they discussed him in class. And then 
. .. the decision to write letters scekk 
release. 

Recalling the 1982 letter by a 10-ye 
Maine g!ri to Soviet Premier Yuri J 
-•-tpov-to plead for world peace, Freasi 
T v ‘Samkntha Smith got a response. 
'IRflnjwe will ” 





